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BANGLADESH AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
%&.gg Farmgate, New Airport Road, Dhaka 1215, Bangladesh

CIRCULAR

Research Fellowship (leading to in-country PhD);
| and ‘
Research Assistantship (leading to in-country MS)
for “

The Scientists/Students of

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI)
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI)

Soil Resource Development Institute (SRDI)
Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU), Mymensingh
Patuakhali Science and Techliology (PSTU), Patuakhali
Khulna University (KU}, Khulna
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An international collaboration project on "Nutrient management for diversified cropping
in Bangladesh (NUMAN)" with funding from Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF) has been started
from January 2018. The objectives of the project are - (i) Identify differences between
current and recommended fertilizer use on farms, gather evidence of nutrient imbalance
and identify barriers to adoption of more profitable and sustainable nutrient management
practices; (ii) Develop and test tools for sustainable nutrient management in intensively
cropped areas of north-west Bangladesh and in emerging cropping systems based on CA
and on coastal zone soils of southern Bangladesh; (iii) Out-scale the use of tools and
development of policies to advance practice change towards improved fertilizer use
efficiency through engagement with farmers’ groups, extension, the private sector and
government policy; and (iv) Improve the knowledge of soil resources and capability for
. nutrient management by research partners and key stakeholders.

The NUMAN Project is planning to engage six Research Fellows (leading to in-country PhD)
- from the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) institutes and University (two
each from BARI and BRRI; and one each from SRDI and Khulna University) to carry out on-
farm and on-station research activities. Qut of six Research Fellowships, five will be
enrolled in Bangladesh Agricultural University, and one in Khulna University.

The Research Fellows will work on the project activities related to medium to longer-term

issues.

E mail: a.satter@barc.gov.bd, Website: www.barc.gov.bd

" Phone: +880-2-9132411, Fax: +088-2-0128061, +880-2-8110924 . W R
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The topics for Research Fellowships are as follows: \
Fellowship No. Topics of Research Fellowship Fellowship
will be
. offered to*
Research Socio-economic analysis to identify the gaps in current  BARI
Fellowship-1 fertilizer use by farmers and the scientific

recommendations and strategies to overcome barriers
to adoption of more profitable and sustainable practice

by farmers.
Research Assessment of on-farm nutrient budgets for selected BARI
Fellowship-2 cropping patterns ranging from low to high nutrient

input systems.
Research - Test fertilizer recommendations for emerging CA BRRI
Fellowship-3 cropping systems (minimum soil disturbance and

increased residue retention) of Bangladesh.

Research Develop and test tools for sustainable and profitable ~ BRRI
Fellowship-4 fertilizer use including soil tests, site specific nutrient
management, Nutrient Expert and nutrient budgets.

Research - Develop and test fertilizer recommendations for coastal Khulna

Fellowship-5 zone (saline and excessively wet) soils of southern University
Bangladesh.

Research Changes in soil fertility under different land use and SRDI

Fellowship-6 management.

* = Priority will be given to scientists/teachers of participating/marked NARS
institutes/Universities on the respective topics; however, if suitable candidates are
unavailable, the topics could be re-allocated and/or the scientists/teachers from other
NARS/universities may be considered.

Also, the NUMAN Project is planning to offer a total of 20 short-term Fellowship as
Research Assistants (leading to MS) on the project to carry out short-term research. The
NARS (BARI, BRRI and SRDI) scientists will get first preference for the Research Assistant
Fellowships; otherwise students from participating -universities will be offered Research
Assistant fellowships.
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The topics of Research Assistants are planned as follows:

Sl. No. | Topics of Research Assistants (RA) No. of RA

1-2 Study on farmers' current fertilizer use in four intensive cropping 2
systems in project hubs.

3 Typologies of farmers and their influence on fertilizer use in 4 1
cropping patterns in project hubs.

4 Gender influence on fertilizer practices 1

5-8 Research on long-term N response in Conservation Agriculture 4
(major four crops)

9-14 | 6 Research Assistants on Optimizing fertilizer rate, timing and 6
methods of application for different crops under CA.

15-20 | Fertilizer response of sunflower/maize/wheat/ mung bean, etc. 6

The Research Fellows and Research Assistants will be supported from the project @ Taka
6,000 (six thousand) per month for up to 12 (twelve) months for Research Assistant; and
@ Taka 30,000 (thirty thousand) per month for up to 36 months for the Research Fellows.
The project will provide funds for field and lab research for both Research Fellows and
Research Assistants; university bench fees and thesis writing costs for Research Fellows.

Qualifications and conditions:

For MS

For PhD

Presently working in BARI/BRRI/SRDI as
Scientific Officer/Senior Scientific Officer;
and/or enrolled MS students of
BAU/KU/PSTU

Presently working at the BARI/BRRI/SRDI
as Scientific Officer/Senior Scientific
Officer/Principal Scientific Officer; and /or
Faculty Members of KU (under
Agrotechnology Discipline for KU Research
Fellow).

B Sc. Ag or equivalent in relevant area of
study with minimum GPA 3.5,

MS in relevant area with minimum GPA 3.5

Research experience in NARS of Bangladesh
in related field is highly desirable,

At least 3 (three) years research experience
in NARS of Bangladesh in related field.

Having journal publication and proceedings
- | paper would be an advantage to select the
candidate.

Having at least two journal papers.

1. Applicants must submit their apphcatxon (mentlomng the topics of the Fellowship)

through proper channel.

2. A supporting letter from the Head of the institute MUST be enclosed with the
application confirming that the applicant will be fully deputed for the

fellowship/study period.

Phone +8802913241‘I Fax +088—2 9128061 +88028110924
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3 Applicant must mention the project they wish to be considered for, and be ready to
enroll at the Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh for Research
Fellowship No. 1 to 4 and 6; and at Khulna University for Research Fellowship No. 5;
and agree to conduct research in farmers' fields of the project’s hub areas.

4. Each Research Fellowship applicant will be required to submit a 4-page; and for
Research Assistant 2-page proposal outlining the research on the topic and attend
- aninterview if requested.

5. Female candidates are encouraged to apply.

Successful applicants will be required to provide:

1. A detailed proposal of the research program and present a satisfactory defense on
the proposal within 1 month in case of MS and 3 months in case of PhD.

2. Agreement with commitment mentioning that the applicant will NOT leave before
completion of the research and study.

3. Quarterly progress reports.

4. Present seminars and presentations as requested by the project and as per
university requirement.

5. The final 3 months stipend will be paid on submission of a thesis for examination.

The deadline for application is 15 February 2018. Interested candidates are suggested to
submit hard copies of detail CV, research outlines, letter of support from the Head of the
Institute, and three referees detail to the undersigned and a copy to Dr. Enamul Haque,
Adjunct Associate Professor, Murdoch University, Liason Office House-4/C, Road-7/B,
Sector-9, Uttara, Dhaka; and also send through E mail to <a.satter@barc.gov.bd> with copy
to <e.haque@murdoch.edu.au>.

~17-01-2018
Dr. Md. Abdus Satter
Chief Scientific Officer (Soils)
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council
Farmgate, Dhaka and
Coordinator ‘
KGF Part, NUMAN Project

" Phone: +880-2-9132411, Fax: +088-2-0128061, +880-2-8110024
E mail: a.satter@barc.gov.bd, Website: www.barc.gov.bd




